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Horace, a Roman poet once boasted that his poetry will outlive man made monuments.

He wrote in Latin “exegi monumentum aere Perennius”, meaning I have made a

monument more lasting than the bronze. (An enduring legacy). The implication of his

claim is that his work is engraven in the hearts of men.

 
This is what happens to every good deed of man to his society, material or intellectual. In

the political sphere. Former Senate President late Chuba Okadigbo in his reflection of the

affairs in his state in the Second Republic spoke about governance, when he called out on

the former Governor of his state saying, “no meaningful projects and no quotable quotes”.

 
This kind of observation should ordinarily arouse a prognosis of governance failure in

Nigeria. Why do leaders fail to make reasonable impacts in government?

 
What are the parameters to measure the success of a leader in governance? Late Senator

Chuba Okadigbo had summarized it in the two ideas of that phrase, “No meaningful

projects, No quotable “quotes”. The implication is that a leader must accomplish the

primary reason for going in to social contract with his people, state, nation or

constituency.

 
A leader must justify the mandate given to him by his people. That mandate is to provide

the good things of life such as visible social infrastructure and the right environment for

business and economic growth. A good leader must also be a motivator, an intellectual

whose words can bring hope and add value to human civilization. This is why many

leaders write books and other intellectual writs.

 
Nelson Mandela is a leading light in this leadership enterprise. Bill Clinton, Winston

Churchill, Abraham Lincolm, Nnamdi Azikiwe, Obafemi Awolowo, Peter Odili and a host

of other past and present leaders including former Governor Celestine Omehia of Rivers

State.

 
Almost always, leaders write books after the expiration of their tenure as part of their

accomplishment in office.

 
A leader is a builder of hope. Broadcasts and speeches from leaders, governors and other

political office holders inspire hope, they are quotable quotes that can be engraved in the
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hearts of men.

Abraham Lincoln’s Gertysburg declaration on Freedom and Liberty in 1863 has remained

a sublime quote from generation to generation. This declaration has continued to be an

inspiration for democratic values the world over.

The quotes on Marble on the back page of The Tide Newspapers as well as words on

Marble on RSTV, Catalogue quotable quotes by Governor Nyesom Wike. These quotes are

capable of reminding Rivers people of their civic obligations and responsibilities of

government to the people. The quotes can inspire hope which can conquer desperation.

Governor Wike was recently quoted as say “politics is a game of interest and you must

make sure everybody is fully involved. Here the governor is preaching inclusiveness in

governance and participation in politics.

Therefore, good political leaders must provide good social infrastructure to the people and

be a pathfinder for positive values, through words and actions. Indeed these values can

remain enduring legacies, if properly placed and articulated. Calvin Cooliage once wrote

“No person was ever honoured for what he received. Honour has been the reward for what

he gave.”

Society recognises concrete achievements by persons. Only those who put the interest of

society first, above personnel gains, qualify as worthy recipients of honours.

Those who endow such honours and Awards look out for selfless service to humanity. The

recent conferment of chieftaincy title on former Governor of Rivers State, Sir Celestine

Omehia is one of such deserving meritorious honours.

Sir Omehia was conferred with the chieftaincy title of Eze Gbuwaru Izor Ke Mbom

Ikwerre by government recognized traditional rulers in Ikwerre local government area,

the hinterland Ikwerre LGA of Rivers State.

Former Governor Omehia spent only five months in office but had achieved gargantuan

accomplishments in the delivery of social infrastructure to the state.

The Eleme interchange Flyover on Aba Road will remain a lasting legacy in his name.

Most importantly, Sir Celestine Omehia showcased a good example of humility, selfless

service delivery to the people of Rivers State and enjoyed good relationship with all

persons and groups in the state.

The title of Eze Gbuwaru Izor which means pathfinder is befitting for a man who broke 46

years jinx of becoming the first Ikwerre person to occupy the Brick House as Governor.

This is a historical reality that defeats every legal arguments, especially when such legal

arguments can no longer be relied upon as precedent.

In his acceptance speech Sir Celestine Omehia quoted the Mandiba, Icomic Nelson

Mandela, inter alia; “Honour belongs to those who never forsake their people even when

things seem dark and grim, who try over and over again, who are never discouraged by

insults, humiliation and even defeat for the interest of the people”.

The gentle Knight of Saint Mulumba and Papal Knight, described the honour as a

testimonial of his efforts during his short tenure in office as Governor in 2007.

His; was a case of using a small opportunity to accomplish great goals.

Indeed, like the Roman Poet, Horace, Sir Omehia made a monument more lasting than

the bronze statues. He has an enduring legacy which Rivers people cannot forget in a

hurry. His legacy projects are enduring but more enduring are the social capital he

accumulated which are speaking for him today.
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By: Bon Woke

Yes, lest we forget that the legacy bequeathed to us in 1913 by the British, christened Port

Harcourt was a Garden City.

That city with its sublime beauty of a Garden, stood tall among its peers in the continent.

Some called it the city of Roses, Port highlife and several names in local languages spoken

in the area. It was the Whiteman’s city in a Blackman’s peninsular.

A city welcoming to all across West Africa, cosmopolitan, civilized, safe, prosperous and a

free town indeed.

The city centre, the sea port, railway and airport complimented the ambience of a modern

city modeled after London and Liverpool.

In part one of this catalogue, I recalled the sordid state of affairs which can be attributed

to growth due to population explosion, as well as decay, due to lack of proper urban

logistics, planning and control over the years.

This catalogue recalled that different administrations after the war, when as the poet

Gabriel Okara puts it, “the Roses had been over grown with weeds,” made efforts at

restoration.

Most of the efforts were mere superficial and rudimentary. While the Diete Spiff

administration concentrated in the construction of institutional structures and

rehabilitation, slums and shanties were springing up, especially in the water fronts which

ordinarily should have developed into modern satellite towns in the city.

Also, businessmen and traders were distorting building structures to set up businesses.

The result was that everywhere outside the markets, became businesses or trading outlets

and to many, it was a sign of growth but a negative one at that.

New residents brought in village cultures, shanty lifestyles and the resultant heaps of

rubbish transformed the city into a near garbage city. Itinerant traders from neighbouring

states stormed the city with the ugly culture of random street trading, hawking all manner

of wears, littering the roads not only with their nuisance but with dirts, blocking drains

etc. The development brought insecurity of some form.

Another ugly state of Affairs was the fact that most of the buildings built during the

colonial times began to diminish in structure and aesthetics. Most of them became

broken, deroofed defaced and yet inhabited by residents who couldn’t maintain them. The

abandoned property phenomenon made matters worse as buildings which could not be

reclaimed or acquired rotted away depicting ugly ambience in the city.

The immediate past administration made bold efforts to reverse the squalor by breaking

down illegal structures and buildings that breached extant building regulations and

shanties were removed. The largest shanty, Elechi Beach Slum was pulled down and

streets were expanded. That government however, was not consistent in its urban renewal

policies as many streets were ignored, Trans Amadi Industrial Layout was completely

abandoned, New Layout, Borokiri and many parts of old Port Harcourt Township were

completely ignored.

The old Port Harcourt Township began to look like an abandoned village. Diobu areas of

Port Harcourt were a sordid sight of squalor.

The impression created was that the old city had been abandoned and the development of
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a Greater Port Harcourt area was the only way to go.

The present administration came out with a New Rivers Vision which embarked on rapid

urban renewal. Recall that the poet, Gabriel Okara after the war had described the city of

Port Harcourt as a “Garden City lumbering out of a bad dream.”

To change this bad dream into a positive reality, Governor Nyesom Wike has conquered

space and time in his strides in urban renewal and expansion. He has reconstructed the

streets and drains.

The Governor has given facelift to old buildings. Now the flyovers are rising and two more

have been inaugurated at Okoro-nu-odo and Rumuogba in addition to the Rebisi Flyover

commissioned for use a couple of months ago.

No doubt, apart from the economic benefits of these roads infrastructures, they also add

to the aesthetics of the city making it to fall into the global look of a modern city.

These are monuments that will outlive every generation. They are enduring legacies and

what the Roman poet Horace, described as “Aere Perennius” in Latin.

The challenge before every city dweller in Port Harcourt is how to sustain the current

march in urban renewal and expansion.

First there is need to have proper urban transportation plan. Heavy duty vehicles must

have designated routes to avoid the damage of routes made for lighter vehicles.

There should also be a building restoration and reconstruction plan to phase out the ugly

face of defaced and derelict building structures. Iconic buildings and monuments should

be restored and maintained.

The parks and gardens establishment should begin the restoration of parks and the

development of new ones. Residents should begin to plant ornamental trees in their

compounds, paint their buildings including fences.

The sanitation policy and implementation in Port Harcourt should be given a new strategy

for effective delivery. There should be vigorous enforcement to clear the city of garbage.

For healthy living, soot should be kicked out of the state capital through mitigation

measures by the relevant authorities.

 

By: Bon Woke

I cannot stop trying to imagine what the experience will be like driving on the ever-busy

Aba Road in Port Harcourt, especially upon the final completion of the multiple flyover

bridges being constructed and expanded on the road.

Honestly, I am conscripted by the urge to write about this premature reverie of mine

following the inviting beauty of the already commissioned two new flyovers and the

consequent ease of transportation now being witnessed at those sections of the inter-state

thoroughfare.

Rivers State Government had on October 18, 2019 awarded a N21 billion contract to

Julius Berger Nigeria Plc for the simultaneous construction of flyovers at the Garrison,

Rumuokoro and Artillery Junctions located in Port Harcourt and Obio/Akpor Local

Government Areas. The projects were to be delivered in 16 months with the government

reportedly making an upfront payment of 70%.

Governor Nyesom Wike had at the Rebisi Flyover inauguration on November 7, 2020
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expressed satisfaction that his administration was beginning to fulfill its promise of

building flyover bridges to ease traffic flow at some notoriously chaotic junctions in the

state capital, with one already being commissioned four months ahead of deadline.

He praised the German construction firm for working very hard to ensure early delivery of

the projects, particularly at a time the COVID-19 pandemic was stalling construction

activities elsewhere in Nigeria and across the world. The governor went on to announce a

schedule for the official inauguration of the remaining flyovers.

While cutting the tape to commission the 969.4 metre-long dual carriage flyover, the

Minister of Works and Housing, Mr. Babatunde Fashola (SAN), was said to have

submitted that the urban regeneration and renewal efforts of the Wike administration

would serve to promote peace among residents as well as boost tourism and restore the

Garden City status of Port Harcourt.

The Rumuogba 1&2 Flyover was commissioned some days ago by no less a personality

than the former Governor of Kano State and ex-Defence Minister, Senator Rabiu Musa

Kwankwaso, who was so visibly fascinated by the landmark project that he openly urged

his host, Governor Wike, to endeavour to present himself for a higher role in national

governance.

The two-time presidential candidate was obviously on the lookout for a tested political

administrator who has the capacity to replicate such developmental accomplishments for

the greater benefit of the entire nation. And for him, it was almost like eureka!

Barring any further additions, there will soon be eight flyovers on the state’s own stretch

of the Port Harcourt–Aba Expressway. They include the flyovers at Isaac Boro Park,

Kaduna Street, Rebisi, Rumukalagbor (Waterline Junction), GRA Junction, Rumuola,

Rumuogba 1&2, and Eleme Junction. It is doubtful if any other Nigerian state or even

African country can boast of this number of flyovers on the same road space!

Before now, any contemplation of a trip from the Isaac Boro Park in Port Harcourt to

Eleme, Oyigbo or Aba was like an invitation to migraine. It was almost certain that any

such traveller would have to consider the usual traffic hiccups at Garrison, Waterline,

GRA, Rumuola, NAF Market Junction in Rumuomasi, Artillery 1&2 Junctions and the

ever notorious Rumuokwurusi (Oil Mill) Market on Wednesdays.

To be cramped in any Aba-bound commercial bus while being held up in traffic at almost

every one of these intersections is not only time consuming but also very irritating. The

experience is hardly any different for occupants of a private car without an air

conditioner.

Even on their way back, mostly from Aba, Port Harcourt traders and other frequent

travellers are always full of tales of how commercial bus drivers suddenly terminate their

journeys at any time (sometimes as late as 10.00pm) anywhere near Oyigbo on observing

the slightest indication of a gridlock ahead.

These are extremely discomfiting situations. And in addition to robberies, rapes and

kidnappings, they form part of the stories of what people suffer on Aba Road every day,

due mainly to avoidable traffic jams.

Having just enjoyed the experience of commuting on both the Eleme Junction and the

newly inaugurated Rumuogba 1&2 Flyovers which seem a bit farther apart than the

others, I am beginning to imagine that a drive on these Aba Road flyovers may be almost

like a roller coaster ride due to their closeness.
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For instance, driving to Bori Camp from UTC Junction means that upon one’s descent

from the Isaac Boro Flyover at Leventis Motors, the Kaduna Street Flyover is already in

sight and waiting to be connected. A descent on the other side of it almost dovetails onto

the Rebisi Flyover. And such is the case at Waterline, GRA and Rumuola.

This can only mean that one is literally airborne for the greater part of the trip. And for

those who love air travel, the experience would be soothing. I don’t belong here though,

but I sure will relish the experience of such undulating ride on this road any day.

What thrills me most in all of this is the night-time glitter of these projects. It’s like a

carnival route. Of course, that’s part of their planned aesthetics. Another charm for me is

the aerial view of Port Harcourt which they afford. The city sprawls resplendently on both

sides of the elevated edifices.

Yet another fascinating feature of the new flyover projects is that their underpasses are

well lit and protected with a combination of cement walls and meshed grille, ostensibly to

ward off street traders, criminal elements and destructive lunatics. Indeed, the older

flyovers in the city had unprotected underneath which encouraged daytime mini-markets

and criminal hideouts at night until recently when the government barricaded them.

Besides the fencing, some also have their giant pillars now decorated with very attractive

murals.

Finally, I have no doubt that, after their commissioning, no normal human being will

complete a breath-taking trip on these new flyovers in Port Harcourt (especially at night)

without openly or secretly feeling like ‘Wow, Governor Wike!’

 

By: Ibelema Jumbo

A Social Media Activist Iniobiong Umana once wrote; “Remember when the city of Port

Harcourt use to be called, “the Garden City”, because of its beauty and cleanliness. All of

that is no more today. Port Harcourt is suffocated with urban dirt and the city looks

squalid with obnoxious fumes from heaps of refuse everywhere”. My response was quick I

said – it is all about growth, it happens to all cities, London, New York, Lagos etc. And I

added, that, what we should be discussing is urban renewal measures and expansion.

My intention was not to dismiss his candid observation, but to bring him up to speed with

the story of Port Harcourt and its urban logistics. First the name Garden City of Port

Harcourt was given to the city before the Civil War. What really made the City Garden

City was the fact that the old city, especially Government Reservation areas were well

planned, well laid out. Most importantly the city enjoyed the ambience of a Garden or

Gardens. Every neighbourhood had well pruned flowers and indeed every home had

gardens planted in their front and backyards.

There were well laid out parks and gardens for relaxation in Government reservation

areas and city centre. A place cannot be called a Garden if it is squalid and filthy.

Those who planned the city ensured that every building had sanitary lanes in place

separating it from another building. Sanitary lanes were made permanent feature of

building plans.

The beauty of Port Harcourt was part of its civilization. The city of Port Harcourt was a

whiteman’s city which was designed to possess the features of metropolitan London and
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Liverpool. Surely, the Whiteman built a city for himself. However, he also built for the

elite class and the working class.

The city had three areas of Town, G.R.A., then called European quarters, D/Line and

expanded into mile One, two, three and Borokiri.

These were also planned with well laid out streets. There was a well supervised urban

control structure. The municipal council was very visible, supervising monitoring and

enforcing all town planning laws.

The implication is that there was a strong municipal urban governance structure in place,

that supervised all aspects of urban logistics.

The city which was built in 1913, has a seaport, Railway, and Airport. It enjoyed the status

of a world class city.

The garden sobriquet was a well deserved name, a home of roses and lilies, ornamental

trees, and beautiful ambience, clean and welcoming to all.

That was not the city we saw in 1970, through the military era and indeed not the city we

see today.

Indeed, it is only a City we dream to have. The Garden City that Gabriel Okara saw in his

poems, after the civil war, a “Garden City lumbering out of a bad dream”.

The garden had turned into bushes and roses were overgrown with weeds. This was his

poetic depiction of a city that had lost its glory.

What efforts were made to restore the Garden City which many children born either

during the war or 1970 did not see?

First, the city began to expand uncontrollably with shanties springing up because of

population explosion.

What is today Obio/Akpor became a very large expanded territory of Port Harcourt with

satellite towns springing up everywhere.

The then military governor of Rivers State Police Commissioner Oyakhilome during his

dispensation thought the planting of flowers alone was what makes a Garden City.

Governor Rotimi Amaechi saw expansion as the sole solution to decongest the city and so

came with the concept of Greater Port Harcourt.

Today, Governor Wike who came to the saddle of power with his new Rivers Vision in

2015 has come with the Vision of urban restoration through a radical renewal policy.

He began this well thought out policy with restoration of public buildings to give the city a

face lift. A good example is the Port Harcourt Produce House, now restored and called

Chief Emmanuel Wonukwuru Aguma House. We also have the former water line building

restructured and given to the Health Management Board. So many other buildings

scattered all over the city which became derelict have been restored in addition to the

construction of new ones.

The entire stretch of Old and New G.R.A., now have well laid out reconstructed streets

and drainage. Trans Amadi Industrial Layout and many parts of the city have been

renewed with dual carriage highways with illuminating street lights.

Urban renewal is a scheme intended to restore derelict city back to a functional state,

according to Iniobong Umana.

This is the city Port Harcourt is returning to. The construction of eight Flyovers on Aba

road, Ikwerre Road linking East West road as well, through Rumuokoro serves a dual

purpose of renewal and expansion.
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With Flyovers you ease traffic grid lock and at the same time expand the city space on the

highway. Thus road transportation is expanded to accommodate more city commuters in

and out of town.

Flyovers represent the city logistics used to achieve a linkage between the city and satellite

towns in the Greater Port Harcourt area and other parts of the now conurbating mega city

of Port Harcourt.

This makes a good city expansion plan which is the creation of new living areas within the

proximity of the growing city possible. Port Harcourt is now growing into a beautiful

mega city with space for sanitation and gardens. Congestion and squalor cannot grow a

beautiful Garden but a renewed and expanded city can.

 

By: Bon Woke


